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Abstract:  
 
Eastern DRC and Rwanda were struck by two earthquak es in February 
2008, the epicenter being 25 km away from Bukavu, t he provincial 
capital of South Kivu, hitting particularly Bukavu very hard. 
Approximately 45 persons died, more than 1,000 were  injured, and in 
DRC more than 5,000 buildings were either damaged o r destroyed. 
 
Emergency aid has been provided by various UN-organ izations and 
NGOs, but is not sufficient to make up for the exte nsive damages 
caused.  Due to the fact that DRC is one of the poo rest countries in 
the world, external financial aid will be needed. D onations are 
requested.     
 
Background:  
 
Eastern DRC and Rwanda, two countries still sufferi ng from the 
aftermath of a war that has killed more than 3.8 mi llion people 1, 
lead to the destruction of infrastructure, hundreds  of thousands of 
refugees, and  widespread poverty, have been hit ha rd by two 
subsequent earthquakes in February. 
 
South Kivu Province in DRC and the Rusisi and Nyama sheke districts 
of Rwanda were struck by a first quake on February 3rd  2008, which 
measured 6.1. on the Richter scale, and then by a s econd one of  5.4 
magnitude less than two weeks later, on February 15 , 2008.  2  

 

While luckily the death toll was relatively low (45  people in DRC 
and Rwanda), the quakes still injured approx. 1,500  people and 
caused extensive damage 2 particularly in Bukavu, the capital of South 
Kivu province, as the epicenter of  the quakes was only 25 km north 
of the town. 3   
 
According to an OCHA report, in DRC alone “structur al damage has 
been sustained to 3,465 buildings, including 1,087 houses which have 
been completely destroyed, an additional 2,077 hous es which have 
been damaged, and 301 public buildings.” 2 
 
But what does that exactly mean? It means, that mat ters have become 
even worse in Bukavu, a very remote, hardly accessi ble town, on the 
border to Rwanda: 
 



 
�
Private Home, near Lake Kivu, Bukavu. Picture provi ded by Lorenzo 
Tshibumbu-tambu. 
 
 
Some people lost everything over night. Many houses  which had 
suffered “structural damage” during the first quake , were in an even 
worse condition after the second quake, or collapse d altogether. 2 
 
 



 
 
Hotel Bugugu,  Feu rouge, Bukavu. Picture provided 
by Emmanuel Muhemeri. 
 
Prior to the quakes efforts had been made to repair  the damages 
caused by the war, to improve road conditions, scho ols, and public 
buildings. Now, after the two earthquakes, large pa rts of the city, 
as well as schools, and housing areas around Lake K ivu have been 
devastated. 
 
OCHA, UNICEF, NGO’s and other UN-agencies have prov ided emergency 
relief, food aid, temporary shelters in the form of  tents, medical 
supplies, etc. 2  but this alone  is of course not sufficient. Much  
more is required, the rehabilitation of houses, sch ools, public 
buildings, which will probably cost millions of dol lars.   
 
In the meantime, even more people will be out of jo b due to 
destroyed businesses or houses. Many of those who l ost their houses 
can be expected to be homeless for a prolonged peri od of time, as 
building a new house or repairing extensive damage is a very costly 
affair. 
 
Students are suffering, too. Some large schools, su ch as College 
Alfajiri, and Gardienat, and numerous primary schoo ls were also 
partly destroyed, and although they continue functi oning, some class 
rooms can no longer be used.  
 
While in industrialized countries, disaster managem ent is still 
possible, even if as recently in England earthquake  damages exceed $ 



20 million, an already poor country like DRC is com pletely overtaxed 
with such a situation and will have to rely on exte rnal aid.  
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��� Bukavu, Muhumba. Picture provided by Emmanuel Muhem eri. 
 
 
What makes matters worse is, is that DRC is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. War, destruction of roads, infrastructure 
and displacement, are still leading to more than a 1,000 deaths per 
day due to starvation 4 - even though the war has ended in 2003. 
Displacement made it impossible for people to earn an income, and 
social systems comparable to those in Europe do not  exist.  
Unemployment is high, wages are low, and people usu ally find it 
extremely difficult to feed themselves or their fam ilies.  
 
Now there are additional challenges that have been caused by the 
quakes. The need for rehabilitation of buildings, s chools, and roads 
- or the need to build or find a new home.  
Displacement! Unemployment! Trauma! Injuries and / or loss of 
friends or family members... 
 
 
And it is always surprising to see, how little is k nown about the 
situation in DRC by the general public in Europe, a nd how little 
attention this disastrous situation is given. A few  lines in a 
newspaper. The earthquakes are briefly mentioned on  TV, in the 
radio. Than it is again business as usual, the stoc k market, the 
weather, sports...  
 



External governmental funds alone will probably onl y be sufficient 
for the most urgent tasks, such as the reconstructi on of roads, and 
the rehabilitation of the most important public bui ldings.  
 
But what about the general public, those who lost t heir houses and 
have no means to repair it? Or damaged schools that  are given less 
priority and force students to study under adverse conditions? 
Funds will also be needed to assist these parts of the population. 
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Gardienat School. Picture provided by Emmanuel Muhe meri. 
 
 



 
  
Alfajiri College, Bukavu. Some class rooms have bee n destroyed. 
 
 
  
Thus, the goal of this article is to raise awarenes s about the 
situation as it is now, a few weeks after the quake s, and to raise 
funds for those mostly affected.  
 
We can make a difference and make life better for t hose affected by 
donating money for Bukavu:     
 
Account Name: CAAGLOP   
Bank Name: Compagnie Bancaire De L’Afrique Occident al 
Branch: Dakar 
Street Address: 1 Place De L’Independence, Dakar 
Country: Senegal 
Account #: K0012-01272-036154714101-66 
BIC (SWIFT) CBAOSNDA 
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